Homework Policy for Kingswood Elementary
As young children begin school, the focus should be on cultivating the love of learning.  Young students often do not have the study skills to benefit from homework so it may be a poor use of time. (Cooper at al 2006, Marzano & Pickering 2007)
A more effective activity may be nightly reading, especially if parents are involved.  Also, working in Dream Box can greatly impact math skills.  Teacher may communicate with individual parents to give suggestions of ideas that a specific child needs to practice.
Students are actively learning all day in school and are tired by the time they return home from school.  Reading or practice should gradually increase as students gain independence over study/work skills along with maintaining excitement about their learning.
	Grade
	Total Amount of Time
	Days

	K
	5 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday

	1
	10 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday

	2
	15 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday

	3
	20 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday

	4
	25 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday

	5
	30 minutes per night
	Monday – Thursday


Parents should work to be a partner with their student, letting the child lead the way in work from home.  Examples, “Tell me what you know about words with short a sound, ah, ah ah”.  “What does it mean to multiple one number by another number?”  “Can you draw a picture?”
If you don’t know the answer, look up the topic on google or ask your child what they remember.  “Rome was not built in a day”, so do not expect mastery of a skill in a day.  Patience is a gift we give our children as they learn and grow.
